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What are acids, what are bases?
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Acids: Proton donators
Bases: Proton akzeptors

Brønstedt:

Bases release hydroxid ions
Arrhenius:

some substances can do both: amphoteric substances

H2O → H+ + OH-

Acids release protons

Acids and Bases
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Autoprotolysis of water
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H20  H+ + OH-
2

(H ) (OH )

(H O)

c c
K

c

 



if K ≠ 0, in pure water: c (H+) = c (OH-) > 0 

Definition: Water is neutral (neither acidic nor basic) if c (H+) = c (OH-) 

Determination: eg electrochemically: specify c(OH-), measure c(H+)
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K
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(almost) constant, c(H2O) = 55,5 mol/L 

2
14 14

2 2

mol
(H ) (OH ) (H O) 1,1 10 10

Lwc c K c K         

Kw : Ion product of water

Water at 25 ºC is neutral if c (H+) = c (OH-) = 10-7  mol/L

What about other temperatures?
(Le Chatelier /Braun)
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pH,  pOH and pKA
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pH = -lg (H )c  pOH = -lg (OH )c 

for neutral Water:  pH = pOH = 7

2
14

2

mol
(H ) (OH ) 10

L
c c   at 25 ºC one finds:

therefor:  pH + pOH = 14

pK  = -lg A AK

pKA-values of some acid-base pairs at 25 C
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Strong and weak acids and bases
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Definition: Strong acids and bases dissociate completely
Definition: Weak acids and bases do not completely dissociate,
but only (very) little.

For strong acids + bases, the calculation of pH or pOH is simple:

0pH = -lg (HA)

for HA H  

c

A

0

+

pOH = -lg (BOH)

for BOH B  OH 

c

A- : acid residue B+ : base residue

pH calculation for weak acids
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1.: weak acids: (very) weak dissociated, therefore

for HA H :  A
(H ) (A )

(HA)

 

A

c c
K

c

(H ) (A ) c c

2 simplifications:

2.: in spite of weak dissociation: water acid(H ) (H ) c c

so we have

0(HA) (HA)c c

2

0

(H ) (A ) (H )

(HA) (HA)

  

 A

c c c
K

c c
and 

2
0(H ) (HA)  Ac K c

0(H ) (HA)  Ac K c

logarithmic form:  A 0

1
pH pK lg (HA)

2
  c
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How far do weak acids dissociate?
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for  HA H A :  (H ) (A )

(HA)

 

A

c c
K

c

0(H ) (HA)  Ac K c
c0 /mol L-1 c(H+) /mol L-1 pH
10-1 1,3∙10-3 2,9
10-3 1,3∙10-4 3,9
10-5 1,3∙10-5 4,9Do the assumptions still

apply here?

5 5
5

5

1,8 10 1,8 10 mol
1,8 10

1,8 10 L

 




  
  

AK
For c0 = 3,6 x 10-5 mol/l, we get
50% dissoziation

Calculated for Acetic Acid and KA = 1,8 ∙10-5 mol L-1

so pH = -lg(1,8 x 10-5) = 4,74 

Degree of dissociation 
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0 0

(A ) (H )

(HA) (HA)

 

  
c c

c c

0

0

(HA)

(HA)


  AK c

c 0 (HA)
 AK

c
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Calculation of buffer systems

(H ) (A )

(HA)

 

A

c c
K

c

(A )
(H )

(HA)



c

c
c

logarithmize, then multiply by -1:

(A )
lg lg (H ) lg

(HA)


   A

c
K c

c

A

(A )
pK pH lg

(HA)



 
c

c

(A )
pH pK lg

(HA)



 A
c

c

pH pK  for (A ) (HA) A c c

Pufferungskurven

Buffered titration curves
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O

HO

OH

O
COO-

O

O-

+ 2OH-

+ 2H+

„measuring pH“
Indicator molecule Phenolphthalein:
colorless in acidic and neutral solutions
pink in strong acidic solutions

Titrationskurve für H3PO4

Titration curve for H3PO4
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Reactions in aqueous solutions

• Some essential terminology
• assigning oxidation states
• Balancing redox equations
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Terminology

• Oxidation
• Reduction
• Redox-Reaction
• Oxidation Number
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Balancing Redox Equations
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Balancing Oxygen and Hydrogen
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Electrochemistry
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Electrodes
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Electrolysis cells
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Electrolysis cells

Electrolysis cells
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Faraday‘s Law
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Electroplating with copper
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Voltaic (or Galvanic) Cells:
The zinc‐copper cell
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